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is a puberty book disguised as a car manual. *

Travis Walker is a serial painter. This local artist is
showing his acrylic paintings at Down Home
Furnishings. | liked the work: bold paintings; bold
colors; familiar subjects done in a dif-
ferent way. There are several studies of
the Wort, the Four Lazy F and Snow
King. All are done in an intriguing style
with bright colors and lighting. The light
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was born in Japan, spent my early years in the
Orient and the Philippines. That got me interested in
Hiroshige. I'd like to make a series of prints. | would
like to print 25 views of Jackson.

The artist Edward Hopper is someone |
like. He documented American life in his
paintings. Richard Diebenkorn — 1 like him
also; he is pretty popular now.

PJH: Tell me the story on your paint-

brings to mind the moment when the ubse]"vaturg ing “The Para Gliders.” That is a pretty
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atomic bomb explodes: Everything
looks frozen and still for a split second.
| especially liked “Paragliders,” a large
piece. A dreamy view of Jackson from Snow King,
we the viewers are in the sky with the ’'gliders.
Another painting, “View of Jackson, No. 12,” has the
light of late afternoon. The street turns into an
avenue going up the mountain. It's mysterious, with
a lone figure and a house that has a secret. What is
going on here? | decided to find out.
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Planet Jackson Hole: Who the heck

are you?

Travis Walker: What? | am the new
program development director at the
Art Association. | moved here from
Kansas City, but | grew up Back East
and got my degree in painting and
printmaking from Virginia
Commonwealth University.

PJH: Printmaking. That explains why
your paintings have a printlike feel to
them — flat bright colors like silkscreen
prints.

TW: | did some silkscreen prints, but
mostly | did stone lithography and
etching with very little color.

PJH: What about your colors -
they're wild, but it works. | mean that as

a compliment.

TW: | don't know why they are so wild.
| used to paint in very muted tones until | moved here.
Last summer | started using yellow, green, orange
and brown. | like to use what I've heard described as
lime green. It's a color like early morning, just after a
rain and before the sun has burned the grass. | paint
a picture, and | want to add subtler colors, but | don't.

PJH: Who are your favorite three artists?

TW: Hiroshige, the Japanese artist who did
series of wood block prints. He made series of
prints that documented Japanese culture. He took
what were ordinary scenes and made them into
famous views. My parents had a Hiroshige print. |

spectacular painting.

TW: | wanted to do a view from the top
of Snow King. | wanted to eliminate
Jackson and have a nice open space. From my house,
| could see the paragliders flying above the mountain.
They fit into the view. A painting by Andrew Wyeth orig-
inally inspired me. “Soaring” is a view looking down on
fiying crows; there is a real sense of space.

PJH: Why all the paintings of the Wort?

TW: The Wort ties into the Hiroshige series
theme. The Wort is an historical building — | am fix-
ated with historical buildings. It's also a European
building, not a Western building. It is nice to see
something so European in Jackson.

Travis Walker's paintings are on view at Down
Home Furnishing, 65 Pearl Ave.
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